
                                                                                              

                                                                                       
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

March 28, 2025 

IFA Calls for Ac-on to Improve Access to Pneumococcal Vaccina-on for Older Adults Across Canada 

TORONTO, ON  - As Canada grapples with an ageing popula?on and rising healthcare expenditure, the 
Interna?onal Federa?on on Ageing (IFA) is calling on provincial and territorial governments to take 
urgent ac?on to improve access to pneumococcal vaccina?on for older adults. Pneumococcal disease is a 
severe and life-threatening infec?on that dispropor?onately affects older Canadians, yet vaccina?on 
rates remain alarmingly low. 

Pneumococcal disease, caused by the Streptococcus pneumoniae (S. pneumoniae) bacteria, can lead to 
pneumonia, meningi?s, and bacteremia, par?cularly in older adults whose immune systems weaken with 
age. Chronic condi?ons such as heart disease, diabetes, and lung disease further increase the risk of 
serious complica?ons. Despite Canada’s goal to achieve an 80% pneumococcal vaccina?on rate among 
adults aged 65 and older by 2025, the latest Adult Na?onal Immuniza?on Coverage Survey shows that only 
54.7% of this popula?on has been vaccinated—far below the target. 

The IFA calls for immediate ac?on to address this gap, ci?ng the growing risk for preventable illness and 
death. Pneumonia, along with influenza, was the 8th leading cause of death in Canada in 2022, with adults 
aged 80 and older accoun?ng for more than two-thirds of fatali?es. 

On November 15, 2024, the Na?onal Advisory CommiYee on Immuniza?on (NACI) released updated 
guidelines recommending that all adults aged 65 and older receive a single dose of pneumococcal vaccine, 
regardless of previous vaccina?on. The IFA urges provincial and territorial governments to adopt these 
guidelines and make vaccines accessible to older adults through publicly funded programs. The IFA also 
calls for enhanced accessibility to the latest vaccine op?ons, which offer the highest level of protec?on. 

A recent survey by the Canadian Associa?on of Re?red Persons (CARP) revealed that 94% of respondents 
believe the government should fund all NACI-recommended vaccines for older adults. IFA equally 
emphasizes the importance of targeted public health campaigns, educa?on by healthcare providers, and 
equitable access across Canada. 

"Pneumococcal disease remains an underrecognized threat to older adults. Ensuring vaccina?on is 
accessible, affordable, and priori?zed within our healthcare system is essen?al to protect older Canadians 
and reduce strain on healthcare resources," says Katrina Bouzanis, Director of Policy, Advocacy, and 
Innova?on at the IFA. 

The IFA also stresses that many different serotypes—dis?nct varia?ons of the S. pneumoniae bacteria, 
classified based on their unique surface proteins—are circula?ng in Canada. New vaccines, which protect 
against a broader range of serotypes, offer increased protec?on for older adults and at-risk popula?ons. 

To reduce hospitaliza?ons and improve health outcomes, the IFA urges all levels of government to increase 
funding for pneumococcal vaccines, strengthen public awareness campaigns, and integrate vaccina?on 

https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/publications/vaccines-immunization/national-advisory-committee-immunization-summary-recommendations-use-pneumococcal-vaccines-adults-pneu-c-21/naci-summary-2024-11-15.pdf


                                                                                              

                                                                                       
 
into rou?ne healthcare prac?ces for older adults. Immediate ac?on is necessary to ensure that all 
Canadians, especially those facing barriers to access, can benefit from these life-saving vaccines. 

For more informa?on on pneumococcal vaccina?on and how to access it, visit your local health authority's 
website or consult a healthcare provider. To learn more about efforts to promote pneumococcal 
vaccina?on and protect older Canadians, click here to explore the IFA webpage. 

 

 

About the Interna-onal Federa-on on Ageing (IFA) 

The Interna?onal Federa?on on Ageing (IFA) is an interna?onal, non-governmental organiza?on (NGO) 
with a unique membership base comprising government, NGOs, academics, industry, and individuals in 
over 80 countries. Now over 45 years old, the IFA has become known as a leading and innova?ve 
organiza?on that works across disciplines and sectors toward common goals that improve the lives of older 
people. Through the IFA’s formal rela?ons with the World Health Organiza?on (WHO) and general 
consulta?ve status at the United Na?ons and its agencies, the IFA is in the posi?on to advocate directly 
with member states and contribute to and inform intergovernmental dialogue. Through it’s 
Vaccines4Life program, IFA has worked alongside commiYed organiza?ons to address barriers to improve 
adult vaccina?on rates in the context of healthy ageing.  

 

https://www.vaccines4life.com/programs-of-work/vaccines-by-disease/pneumococcal-pneumonia-projects-and-studies/driving-pneumococcal-vaccination-policy-to-protect-older-canadians/
https://ifa.ngo/
https://www.vaccines4life.com/our-vision/objectives/

